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M

ILD EXERTION IS RICHLY
rewarded when one emerges
onto the Lindenhof, a hill-top
park. It was here in 1747,
that a 2nd century tombstone
was unearthed, bearing the
first-known mention of Turˉcum, the Roman name for Zürich.
While people have settled here for at least 6,000 years, it was
the Romans who literally put Zürich on the map – first as a tax
collection point and then with a castle on the site of Lindenhof.
Lindenhof is the perfect spot to get a sense of Zürich before
exploring further, since this elegant park boasts one of the best
panoramic views a European city has to offer: a chocolate box
scene sweeping out across the River Limmat to its right bank,
where handsome multi-hued townhouses jostle for prominence,
overlooked by the impressive edifice of the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology (ETH Zürich), where Einstein was both
a student and professor. To the right is one of Zürich’s oldest
churches, the Grossmünster, with its distinctive twin towers,
while beyond, the Limmat meets the glittering blue expanse of
Lake Zürich, overlooked by the eternal presence of the snowcapped Alps.
As boats glide by, bristling with smartphone-wielding
sightseers, and locals linger over their lattés riverside, the
bells ringing out from the fairy-tale green spire of the Gothic
Predigerkirche are a melodic reminder of the passage of time,
in this both ancient and up-to-the-minute metropolis. ➤
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Left: Lindenhof;
Above: Grossmünster

T H E C U LT U R E D T R AV E L L E R

53

CITY FOCUS
ZÜRICH

TI M E IS M ON E Y
THE STEREOTYPES OF SWITZERLAND’S largest city –
secretive banking haven for the rich and dubious; clean, green
and pristine but eye-wateringly expensive; business and time
obsessed – prove to be, like most clichés, only part of the story.
The luxury watch shops are ubiquitous and the role
of banking in making Zürich one of the world’s financial
powerhouses is undeniable. One only needs to take a stroll
around downtown Paradeplatz, a former 17th century pig
market which is now one of the most valuable chunks of real
estate in the world, flanked by the Savoy Baur en Ville hotel
and Switzerland’s two biggest banks. Step off the square
into the grand marbled foyer of Credit Suisse’s headquarters
and you can almost feel the wealth beneath your feet in the
underground vaults, where an early draft of da Vinci’s Mona
Lisa is rumoured to reside.
Directly across the road at 32 Bahnhofstrasse, is a less
showy but equally important reminder of banking history.
Built in the 1920s in an Art Nouveau style, the former home
of Zürich’s oldest private bank is a glorious ode to the beauty
that money can buy, from its mosaiced floors to its exquisite
glass-domed foyer. You can steal a moment or two to
appreciate the architecture, by entering the door next to the
Louis Vuitton boutique. Continue along Bahnhofstrasse to
see the painstakingly curated windows of Prada, Burberry
and the like, interspersed with luxury jewellery stores
and fine chocolatiers promoting one of Switzerland’s most
famous exports.

Paradeplatz

B E S T FO O T F O RWA RD

32 Bahnhofstrasse

Credit Suisse
headquarters

Rennweg
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ONE OF ZÜRICH’S INTRINSIC ATTRACTIONS is how
simple it is to get around on foot. The Limmat helpfully divides
the old city into two sections, so, if you have a rough idea of the
direction of the river, it’s hard to get lost, and many of the main
attractions are less than 20 minutes’ walk from each other.
Zürich is truly a pedestrians’ delight and the physical
evidence of the city’s heritage is discoverable around every
corner, combining the opulent and beautiful with the subtle
and hidden. For instance, close to historic Storchen hotel,
ostentatious guild houses, as glorious as palaces, sit innocently
alongside the remains of a Roman bathhouse in a non-descript
covered laneway. If you’re a history or architecture buff, the
locally guided downtown walking tour is very informative.
➤ www.freewalk.ch/zurich
To leave the modern world behind, turn off the
Bahnhofstrasse to Rennweg, Zürich’s broadest street during
the Middle Ages, where you are immediately plunged back into
a serene, slower scene, perfect for meaningless meandering.
Wander past the sinfully calorific displays of cream cakes in the
windows of Honold’s tearooms, passing historic Widder hotel,
then continue towards Augustinergasse.
This is the Zürich that your camera has been waiting for.
Once the home of medieval artisans, after the 17th century,
Augustinergasse was transformed by the arrival of rich factory
owners, who tried to outshine one another with their beautiful
façades. The small cobbled lane bursts with colour, resplendent
with buildings of tomato red, avocado green, rich cream and
salmon pink, featuring a multitude of protruding bay windows
and pale blue shutters. At street level, exclusive boutiques
filled with desirable lust-haves range from designer glassware
to finely decorated crockery and fashion accessories to gilded
antiques. Each is an ode to the art of window dressing. ➤
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A G E O L D C H A R M,
N E W A GE M I N D S E T
WHILE STRICT BUILDING REGULATIONS have preserved
the charming low-rise streetscapes of the old town, the
former industrial area of Zürich-West (district 5) is becoming
increasingly known for its cutting-edge art and design
boutiques, experimental architecture, hip rooftop bars and
dance clubs. Meanwhile, just south of Zürich-West, the redlight district of Langstrasse (district 4), once dominated by
factory workers during the city’s industrialisation, is once again
evolving due to a gradual process of gentrification. Today, gritty
Langstrasse is known for its buzzing nightlife, lively pubs and
fusion restaurants.
Old and new co-exist not only in Zürich’s districts, but also
in ideas, architecture and culture. Renowned internationally
for its pro-business outlook and as a hub of research and
development, Zürich parties as hard as it works, with an everevolving bar scene of more than 600 venues to suit all tastes.
Whether you prefer an earthy traditional tavern, a trendsetting cocktail bar or a bespoke organic wine boutique, Zürich
almost certainly has it.
One of the world’s largest and most colourful music festivals,
Street Parade, explodes here every August, when lavishly
decorated ‘Love Mobiles’ attract around one million revellers to
party for a weekend. ➤ www.streetparade.com/en
Of much more ancient origin is Sechseläuten, held every
April. Dating back to the 16th century, the festivities begins
with a parade of medieval guilds from Bahnhofstrasse to
Sechseläutenplatz, where a snowman figure, called the Böögg,
is burned as an effigy of winter. The Böögg’s head is packed
with firecrackers, and tradition has it that, the faster the head
explodes, the finer the upcoming summer will be. ➤
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T H E G R E AT O U TD O O R S

A CU LT UR A L F E A S T
AS A LEADING WORLD CITY, Zürich punches above its
weight when it comes to cultural attractions. Catering to just
over 1.8 million people are more than 50 museums and 25
theatres, ranging from world class institutions to the downright
quirky and eccentric. If you have time to visit just one, make
it the Landesmuseum (Swiss National Museum) near the
Hauptbahnhof.
Even if you are just passing by, the Landesmuseum will
demand your attention. A magnificent, stone building erected
at the end of the 19th century, of castle-like towers and turrets,
grand arched windows and slender spires, it’s a gargantuan
institution and will take an entire day if you want to attempt to
see everything. For the highlights, head to the national history
exhibition which tells the story of how Switzerland became a
nation over six centuries, from the late Middle Ages to today.
The smaller “Simply Zürich” showcase is also very informative.
➤ www.landesmuseum.ch/en
If you have more time, add world-class art galleries the
Kunsthaus and the Rietberg to your to-do list. Other gems include
the Museum of Design; the Haus Konstruktiv (a modern art
museum in an old power station) and the Pavillon Le Corbusier –
a showcase of the celebrated Swiss architect’s work, set within the
last house he designed. ➤ www.pavillon-le-corbusier.ch/en
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Uetliberg, Zürich’s
own mountain

Pavillon Le Corbusier

Seebad Enge

ONE OF THE REASONS THAT ZÜRICH consistently rates
as one of the world’s most liveable cities, is its combination
of urban cool and natural serenity. Forests make up almost a
quarter of the land, while bathing in the lake or the river is one
of the most popular ways to spend glorious summer days. Visit
Seebad Enge for its stunning panoramas over Lake Zürich
towards the Alps. ➤ www.seebadenge.ch
Just over 40 kilometres long, Lake Zürich is surrounded
by well-kept paths and cycleways, as well as a multitude of
waterfront bars and restaurants, making it perfect for a casual
scenic stroll. A variety of cruises leave from Bürkliplatz or you
can simply people-watch and enjoy the ambience at one of the
many lakeside parks. If you buy a Toblerone ice-cream from
a street vendor and go for a stroll without a destination, you
could find yourself anywhere from a pop-up art exhibition to a
serene lakeside bar.
Another superb destination for a sunny day is Uetliberg,
Zürich’s own mountain, which is visible from much of the city.
Just 20 minutes from downtown, Uetliberg offers an Alpine
experience on the city’s doorstep as well as unforgettable
panoramic vistas of Zürich, Lake Zürich and the Alps. While
its height of 870 metres will not cause much excitement among
serious mountaineers, the many hiking trails make for a
wonderful day out, exploring lush, green forests and peaceful
farmland, disturbed only by the occasional herd of cows. ➤

Landesmuseum
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Rathaus

LE G E N DS O F S A I N T S
A ND CU LI N ARY D E L I GH T S
AS THE SUN GETS LOWER and one’s thoughts naturally
turn to wining and dining, before heading to the riverfront
neighbourhoods of Altstadt and Niederdorf, make one last
cultural stop.
Presiding over the Limmatquai, the Grossmünster is an
enduring presence, its ‘salt and pepper’ twin domes one of the
city’s best-recognised symbols. Legend has it, that after the
beheading of Zürich’s first Christians, Felix and Regula, they
miraculously arose and carried their own heads to the place
where the Romanesque church now stands. According to the
story, Charlemagne’s horse fell to its knees at the spot where
Zürich’s patron saints were buried, prompting the great king
to build a monastery on the site. The current building was
completed around 1220, but it was not until the 18th century
that the distinctive neo-Gothic tower tops were added. Once
through the church’s grand bronze doors, do pause to see the

Hiltl restaurant

stained-glass windows added in 1932 by Swiss artist Augusto
Giacometti.
After visiting the Grossmünster, take a stroll along the
Limmatquai, past the impressive Rathaus (City Hall), and then
head away from the river towards the Münstergasse in search
of some sustenance of a more earthly kind.
Traditional Swiss cuisine is notoriously heavy, but it would
be bad form not to try some local favourites. Start with the
local delicacy Zurcher Geschnetzeltes – an indulgent dish of
sliced veal, white wine, cream, onion and mushrooms, often
served with the Swiss staple of rösti (fried potatoes of more-ish
fluffiness). Or, for a cheesy overload, opt for a classic fondue or
raclette. While fondue is the quintessential Swiss national dish,
Zürich lays claim to being its culinary home, since the first
recipe was published in a Zürich cookbook in 1699. Of course,
it’s not all bread, meat and cheese! Zürich is also home to the
world’s oldest vegetarian restaurant, Hiltl, which was founded
in 1898. ➤ www.hiltl.ch/en
After dinner, wander to Cabaret Voltaire on Spiegelgasse
for a post-dinner drink in the venue where the counterculture
art movement Dadaism was founded in 1916. The cafe/bar also
hosts regular art exhibitions and live jazz performances.
➤
➤ www.cabaretvoltaire.ch/de 			

Campbell Gray Hotels is delighted to announce the debut of Alex Lake Zurich. This new boutique luxury hotel has a unique position right on the
western shore of this iconic Swiss lake, making it one of the most stylish and elegant hotels on Lake Zurich. Located just 15 minutes from Zurich
and Zug, it is ideal for both business and leisure guests, catering for every need. ALEX will even take you on a boat ride to downtown Zurich in
their very own boat!
Choose your Studio, Executive or Penthouse Suite - they all come with balconies offering breath-taking views of the lake’s unspoiled waters and
the Swiss Alps in the distance. Set across five floors and featuring state-of-the-art architectural and interior design, ALEX has 44 modern studios
and penthouses in total, perfectly equipped for both short or extended stays.
Take time for yourself in the PUREGRAY spa & gym, relax by the fireplace in the lounge bar and enjoy the atmosphere of The Boat House, our
popular restaurant, terrace and bar.
ALEX makes sure you feel like home and experience authentic Swiss lakeside living at its best.
For more information and reservations please call +41 44 552 9999 or email info@alexlakezurich.com
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Seestrasse 182, 8800 Thalwil, Lake Zurich, Switzerland
Tel +41 44 552 9999 | info@alexlakezurich.com | alexlakezurich.com
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TI M E W E L L S P E N T
LOOKING OUT OVER THE LIMMAT at night, lights playing
out across the water from nearby bars and cafes, while lovers
stroll hand in hand along the waterfront, the timelessness
of this city becomes more apparent. If you were to take away
the electricity, trams and luxury sports cars roaring past, this
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could be any night in any century, where drinkers spill out
from a nearby tavern after setting the world to rights, families
squabble good naturedly as they walk home together and
vendors ply their various trades to passers-by, overlooked by
the comfortingly familiar presence of centuries-old church
towers as the river flows silently past as it has done for
thousands of years.

The juxtaposition of old and new and the contemporary and
traditional is a recurring theme and large part of Zürich’s
appeal. It’s a city that looks forward zealously to keep at the
forefront of finance, IT, technology, environmental issues
and social trends. Yet its modernity is firmly anchored in
ancient cultural traditions and a complicated, multi-faceted
history, a sense of itself as a unique city which has endured

war and turmoil, cultural revolutions and religious schism,
and ultimately triumphed and thrived. Its role as one of the
world’s financial powerhouses is just one chapter in Zürich’s
rich cultural story, which began when the Romans decided
that a hill near a lake was a good place for a tax collection
point, and continues to move forwards and change with
the times. ➤ www.zuerich.com/en
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STORCHEN
MARKTGASSE HOTEL
ALEX
25HOURS LANGSTRASSE
25HOURS ZURICH WEST
BAUR AU LAC

Storchen hotel’s private pier
Zürich, Switzerland
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STORCH EN

➸

SURROUNDED BY THE PICTURESQUE LANES, hidden alleys and
quaint squares which are synonymous with Zürich’s historic old
town, to rest your head at Storchen is to not only be located in arguably the
city’s best location, but also to sleep in an iconic piece of Swiss hospitality
history, for the hotel has been welcoming guests for more than six centuries.
Legend has it that “Zum Storchen” was named after a pair of rare, black
storks, which were found nesting on the roof of the house back in the 14th
century, when the building operated as an inn. Positioned at one end of
the first bridge ever built to span the city’s main aquatic artery, where the
river is at its most narrow, here too were the crossroads of trade routes to
neighbouring countries, providing Storchen with a steady flow of patrons
ranging from market traders and merchants to travellers and explorers. To
this day, Storchen is the only hotel in Zürich located directly on the Limmat,
and even boasts its own pier for guests to arrive by boat and enter the hotel
via its riverfront entrance.
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A number of Zürich’s most important historic and cultural sights lie within
the easily walkable area surrounding Storchen on both sides of the river,
between Hauptbahnhof and the lake. And while the full length of the front
of the hotel is fringed by the picturesque river, the back of the hotel is lined
with the city’s most exclusive shops and designer boutiques. Also within a
short stroll of Storchen, are the city’s grandest churches, the Grossmünster
and Fraumünster, as well as St. Peterskirche with the continent’s largest
clock face.
Rebuilt in 1938, Storchen has been regularly modernised, refreshed and
improved to continuously cater to the needs of its discerning guests. The
most recent renovation just a few years ago, which cost many millions,
elevated the hotel to global status and bedecked the entire property with an
air of sophisticated exclusivity, which is palpable the moment you pull up in
front of pink painted Storchen’s main entrance on Weinplatz.
Such is the warmth of the staff from the moment of arrival, that staying at
Storchen is akin to being part of an exclusive family of hoteliers for a short
while, one where even the slightest issue is rectified swiftly and gracefully.
Just off the lobby, the hotel’s stylish glass-fronted ground floor bar and

lounge, Barchetta, is the perfect spot to sip a latté and watch the
passing boats while planning a day of sightseeing. On the first
floor, the charming Rôtisserie serves international cuisine for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. And on the fifth floor, a small but amply
equipped fitness room is available for in-house guests to work off
any extra calories!
67 rooms and suites offer every conceivable comfort, with most
also boasting direct views onto the river, the Weinplatz and the old
town. Located on the top floor of the building, The Cultured Traveller’s
double aspect 65m² “Lifestyle Suite” – complete with a walk-in, spalike steam/shower room – provided spectacular views of the square,
river, lake and mountains in the distance and was literally the perfect
weekend base.
Storchen’s unique location and beautifully appointed deluxe rooms
undoubtedly make it the best choice for exploring Zürich’s old town
and, constantly going the extra mile, the hotel’s inimitable staff
deftly elevate every stay to another hospitality level.
NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.storchen.ch/en

ENJOY THE BEST VIEW
DIRECTLY FROM YOUR ROOM
IN THE HEART OF ZURICH
storchen.ch
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MARK TGASSE
HOTEL

➸

A STONE’S THROW FROM the Limmat,
heritage-listed Marktgasse Hotel
is at the lively centre of the city’s happening
old town, mere steps away from the plethora
of restaurants, bars, cafés and alluring little
boutiques which line the centuries-old crisscross of laneways. Less than a 10-minute
walk from the luxury designer shops of
Bahnhofstrasse, the hotel is also within mere
minutes of Bürkliplatz, where boats depart for
pleasure cruises on Lake Zürich.
One of Zürich’s oldest hospitality addresses,
this handsome townhouse has presided over
its little corner since the 15th century. Today,
its smart terracotta and cream trimmed
frontage welcomes guests into a distinctively
unique establishment, which prides itself on a
seamless melding of the time-honoured and
the contemporary.
39 individually designed rooms and suites
combine the old with contemporary designer
furnishings in a minimalist, modern aesthetic,
including a rooftop suite with its own terrace.
Each guestroom is slightly different, with many
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retaining heritage elements, including stucco
work and traditional Swiss ceramic tiled stoves.
Oak herringbone parquet floors add a timeless
touch while the sense of spaciousness is
enhanced by a palette of neutrals and plenty of
natural light thanks to large windows. Bathrooms
are tiled in classic black and white and, along
with a rain-shower or bath, boast large bottles
of eco-friendly Aesop amenities.
Surprisingly for lodgings establishment
overlooking a busy pedestrian thoroughfare,
once inside, an oasis-like quiet is evident, from
the serene, light-filled reception area through
to every guest room.
Marktgasse’s ground floor hosts two eating
and drinking venues. The “delish” café and
takeaway serves continental breakfasts to
hotel guests before serving light lunches to the
public at large. Meanwhile, in the space formerly
occupied by Baltho, multiple Michelin-starred
chef Andreas Caminada has recently opened
fine dining sharing concept restaurant IGNIV,
the third such establishment courtesy of the
much-celebrated chef, the other two being in

Bangkok and St. Moritz.
Leisure wise, Marktgasse’s guests have free
access to the facilities at Hamam Münstergasse
which is just a few minutes from the hotel on
foot. Here, guests can relax in the Turkish-style
bathhouse, make use of the fitness area or take
a class, all without charge.
With its unique range of guestrooms,
unbeatable location and affable service courtesy
of friendly staff, the Marktgasse has a timeless
formula for hospitality success. The decision to
celebrate both the old and new, rather than stick
slavishly to a heritage theme, is an inspired one,
in keeping with Zürich’s own dual nature as both
history rich and unabashedly contemporary.
DAWN GIBSON

➤ www.marktgassehotel.ch
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ALEX

➸

UNTIL RELATIVELY RECENTLY,
it has to be said that Zürich’s hotel
scene noticeably lacked an entirely design-led
property. For, while the city boasts a number of
historic and characterful abodes to rest one’s
head, nowhere could be described as being
thoughtfully and stylishly designed with the
discerning, global traveller in mind. The unveiling
of uber-cool ALEX, in the middle of 2019, changed
all that.
Located on Lake Zürich’s western shore
in Thalwil, five kilometres from the city
centre, ALEX is unique in that it offers space,
exceptional design and a tranquil environment
whilst being only 15 minutes in a taxi to the old
town. Yet, it is ALEX’s rather special position
– sitting directly on the water’s edge – which
makes it one of the most desirable places to
stay in Zürich today.
Huge expanses of glass fronting the hotel’s
destination Boat House restaurant, terrace and
bar – open 365 days per year – make the most
of its enviable setting. Here you can not only
sit back and soak in the incredible 180-degree
views up and down the lake, but also dine on
some of the most gastronomically accomplished
and reasonably priced classic fare in Zürich,
served morning, noon and night.
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On the lake side of the hotel, a sprawling al
fresco terrace, bar and lounge makes the best
of ALEX’s location and will undoubtedly be a hit
this summer.
A 24-hour fitness room and chic, bijou day
spa, complete with a large whirlpool boasting
lake views, is open for residents only.
Upstairs, London-based designers
BradyWilliams – the talented duo behind
a number of Corbin & King’s restaurants –
have bedecked the hotel’s 44 generously
proportioned studios and penthouses with
timber flooring, soft linens, kitchenettes and

French doors that open directly onto glorious
lake views. Shower rooms are spacious,
smart and function perfectly. Black-out blinds
electrically glide into place to ensure an utterly
restful sleep. Every conceivable mod-con has
been built-in but doesn’t feel gimmicky in any
way. On the contrary, the overall effect is one of
class, sophistication and luxury, skilfully married
with a connectivity to the water that is almost
certainly unsurpassed anywhere else around
Lake Zürich. NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.campbellgrayhotels.com/alex-

lake-zurich
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Main and below:
25hours Langstrasse;
Centre inset and
above: 25Hours
Zurich West

25HOURS LANGSTRASSE
25HOURS ZURICH WEST

➸

MANY HOTELS PROMISE a unique
experience but ultimately fail to deliver.
For every traveller who has booked into an
‘individual boutique hotel’ to find a stock-standard
offering with some random splashes of colour on
the walls, 25hours hotels could be the designer
tonic to your artisanal gin.
With a mission to stand out from the
competition, the Accor-affiliated German group
oversees more than a dozen design-driven
properties across Germany’s largest cities, as
well as Vienna, Paris and Zürich, and is launching
in Dubai and Florence this year.
Though each hotel is determinedly different,
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there is a collective sense of playfulness and
eccentricity to all, combined with a relaxed yet
professional approach to service, aimed squarely
at cosmopolitan digital nomads. All 25Hours
hotels practically scream ‘Insta me now’.
Zürich’s two 25hours hotels are located in
the city’s liveliest neighbourhoods: in the once
notorious but now rapidly gentrifying red-light
district of Langstrasse, and in the former
industrial zone of Zürich-West, a vibrant hipster
hub of clubs, bars and art. In both, 25hours is
bucking the staid Swiss banking-and-business
stereotype with extras such as rooftop yoga,
resident artists, and, most appealingly, two

MINI cars which in-house guests can borrow
free-of-charge.
25hours Langstrasse is a modern building
less than 10 minutes’ walk from the central
train station, its exterior illuminated by multicoloured Tracey Emin-esque neon signs. The
quasi-industrial open-plan lobby establishes an
irreverent theme, pursued throughout by German
designer Werner Aisslinger.
In a nod to the locale, the reception doubles as
a pawn shop, with vintage cameras, brass coffee
pots and shoemakers’ lasts on display, and you
can negotiate to settle your bill with art or a
sought-after collectable.

The hotel is home to arty Cinchona Bar, known
for its DJs and long list of high balls, and Middle
Eastern eatery NENI. In the middle, a string and
metal installation holds aloft FREITAG bags which
are available for guests to use.
Upstairs, 170 guestrooms, some of which have
panoramic city views, are furnished in sleek
contemporary style with an abundance of blonde
wood and pops of blue, green and red.
A melding of fun and function is also at the
heart of 25Hours Zurich West, housed in a slick
black box fronting a business plaza, 15 minutes
by tram from downtown. The hotel is easy to
spot, thanks to Swiss artist Alex Hanimann’s
glistening five-metre metal sculpture of a girl at
the entrance.
The emphasis on art continues within, where
Zürich-based designer Alfredo Häberli has been
allowed to let his vivid imagination run riot on

everything from the furniture to the carpets
to the glassware. The result is an airy, atriumcentric space, made unique by a marriage of
contemporary and retro design in a palette
of warm colours and sensuous Picasso-style
curves. Convoluted pink neon installations
provide a conversation starter for those
gathered around the invitingly lit corrugated
L-shaped bar, lined with stools in gelato shades.
Upstairs, Häberli’s aesthetic is apparent in

each of the 126 guestrooms, from the abstract
curved mirrors to the child-like wall murals, and
carpets with a scattering of geometric prints
designed to flow into the rooms. As with all art, it
will not be to everyone’s taste – the coin-mosaic
bathrooms in lipstick shades could be challenging
for some, particularly after a heavy night – but it’s
far from boring. In fact, “boring” is the last word
one would ever use to describe a 25Hours hotel!
DAWN GIBSON ➤

www.25hours-hotels.com
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BAU R
AU L AC

➸

RATHER A SWISS HOSPITALITY institution than
a mere hotel, Zürich’s iconic Baur au Lac has been
serving the local population and international globetrotters
for 175 years and has been owned and managed by the
same family throughout. Herein lies the secret of its
continued success: hands-on owner Andrea Kracht,
representing the sixth generation of the owning family, who
keeps his office in the building and is very much in touch
with the global hotel industry.
Almost certainly the grandest of Switzerland’s old
palace hotels and set within a stunning, private manicured
park overlooking Lake Zürich, Baur au Lac is genteel,
sophisticated and stately without being pompous or stuffy.
Hard to pull off when surrounded by palace-like rooms
and grand public spaces oozing a variety of regal styles
not limited to Art Deco, Louis XVI and English Regency, the
overarching sense of warmth and calm which is palpable
throughout the property is due in large part to the friendly
staff and management style of Kracht and the hotel’s
general manager, Willem Luxem. Luxem, in turn, attributes
the hotel’s popularity to a wonderfully dedicated team
committed to delivering the best possible customer service.
Something of a treasure chest of precious hospitality
memories and family moments, with almost mystical
status in the hotel industry, over the years Baur Au Lac

has welcomed countless stars of stage and screen, prime
ministers, statesman and royalty, including Indira Gandhi,
Alfred Hitchcock, George W. Bush, Margaret Thatcher,
Placido Domingo, Audrey Hepburn and Sophia Loren. And
such is the level of the hotel’s customer service, that Baur
Au Lac attracts a large number of returning guests, who will
literally stay nowhere else in Zürich.
119 flamboyant rooms and suites follow a rich interior
design aesthetic, laden with a variety of contemporary
touches including oversized photographs, colourful
artworks, vibrant carpets, dramatic curtains and padded
leather headboards.
Downstairs, a number of excellent food and beverage
options await residents and visitors alike, the most notable
of which are a majestic lobby for afternoon tea, a beautiful
terrace overlooking the property’s park-like gardens, two
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Michelin-starred Pavilion restaurant and the hotel’s latest
F&B addition, brasserie-style Baur’s, which has become
incredibly popular since opening last year. Irrespective
of where you dine or drink at Baur Au Lac, the food is
exceptionally good and the service is top notch to match.
On site leisure options include jogging trails and a wellequipped fitness centre on the top floor of the hotel, the
latter boasting breathtaking views over the park and Lake
Zürich. The best of the city’s sights are also within walking
distance of Baur Au Lac.
Akin to lodging at a full-service resort hotel at the very
centre of one of the world’s most high-profile financial
hubs, to stay at Baur Au Lac is to experience traditional
hospitality brought bang up to date with attentive service
and incredible attention to detail. ADRIAN GIBSON

➤ www.bauraulac.ch/en

ZÜRICH’S TOP
CULTURAL SIGHTS

FRAUMÜNSTER

➸

OVER A MILLENNIUM AGO, Zürich
was effectively ruled by a woman and
the Fraumünster was the seat of her power.
Founded in 853 by Louis the German as a gift to
his daughter Hildegard, the building began life
as a Benedictine convent for Europe’s female
aristocracy. However, by the 11th century,
the convent had obtained the right to hold
markets, collect tolls and, most crucially, mint
coins. Eventually the abbess was also given
the right to choose Zürich’s mayor, making her
the most powerful political figure in town. This
came to an end in the 14th century when the
city’s guilds were established, but the power
struggle metaphorically continues to this day
in Fraumünster’s slim spire rising alongside
Zürich’s medieval guild houses. Inside, the
church’s south transept is dominated by
five, stunning stained-glass lozenge-shaped
windows, in rich jewelled tones, which were
completed by Chagall when he was in his
eighties. Meanwhile, the northern transept
features stained-glass windows by Augusto
Giacometti. DAWN GIBSON

SEE

➤ www.fraumuenster.ch/en

LAW LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY OF ZÜRICH
INAUGURATED IN NOVEMBER 2004 and home to more than 200,000 books, this
architectural masterpiece, located in the University of Zürich, was designed by famed
Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava and has been a major draw ever since it opened. Viewed
from outside, the Faculty of Law building appears to have changed little since it was designed
by Hermann Fietz in 1909. Even the most observant will probably notice nothing more than an
elongated oval glass dome on the roof. But it is this dome that lends the library its radiance in the
very heart of the building, covering what was once an open, central courtyard. Six enveloping,
lenticular galleries – with desks for students seamlessly fringing its balustrades – accompany
the light towards a spectacular, expansive ground floor space which welcomes quiet visitors
whether studying or not. Instagrammers will be pleased to note that photography is permitted!
NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU
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BLÜEMLIHALLE
WHEN ZÜRICH’S FORMER orphanage
was converted into an administrative
building in 1911, the building’s basement was
transformed into a grand entrance hall. In 1922,
the city launched a competition to decorate
the gloomy space and offer employment to the
local artistic community. Born in Stampa and
hailing from the famous Giacometti artistic
dynasty, Swiss painter Augusto Giacometti
won the competition hands down. Using the al
secco technique of mural painting executed
upon freshly laid lime plaster, the painter’s
vision for the hall, characterised by warm reds
and ochre tones, was executed by Giacometti
between 1922 and 1926 assisted by a number
of other Zürich artists. The painted ceilings
and vaulted roof feature floral ornaments
and geometric shapes, while the walls depict
people at work including stonemasons
representing the handicrafts and astronomers
representing science. Affectionately known as
the “Blüemlihalle” (hall of little flowers), despite
now being the entrance hall to a police station,
visitors are welcomed between 09:00-11:00
and 14:00-16:00 daily upon presentation of ID,
but photography is not permitted. NICHOLAS
CHRISOSTOMOU ➤ Giacometti-Halle,

Amtshaus I, Bahnhofquai 3

MUSEUM RIETBERG

➸

HOUSED IN A CLUSTER of 19th century
villas, where Wagner once composed
some of his famous works, the Rietberg sits
proudly in a grand 17-acre park near the northern
tip of Lake Zürich. Dedicated to traditional and
contemporary art from Asia, Africa, the Americas
and Oceania, it’s the perfect anecdote if you
have been overdosing on European culture. The
impressive collection of around 23,000 objects
includes everything from fierce tribal masks to
exquisite Chinese porcelain, Himalayan Buddhist
art to Islamic ceramics, and Javanese shadow
puppets to a Maori war canoe. The museum is
also home to an incredible collection of almost
40,000 ethnographic photographs. To ensure
that as much as possible could be on permanent
display, a contemporary underground extension
was added in 20017. Topped with a green glass
pavilion and fittingly called ‘The Emerald’, it was
designed by Swiss architect Alfred Grazioli and
his Austrian counterpart Adolf Krischanitz.

DAWN GIBSON
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RAPPERSWIL
CASTLE
A walk through the medieval town of
Rapperswil – with its cobblestoned
streets and thick, high walls – is like stepping
back in time just a few minutes’ walk from the
bustling city centre, and visiting this charming
part of Zürich is equally enchanting whether the
weather is fine or inclement. Built at around 1200
AD atop Lindenhof Hill, Rapperswil Castle was
erected by Count Rudolf II and his son and the
property remained in the family until the death
of its last count in the late 13th century. Rebuilt
and renovated over the years, the town’s citizens
became its gatekeepers in 1442. However, over
the course of time, the castle fell into a state of
disrepair, until it was leased to a Polish count
in the 19th century who restored it at his own
expense and established a Polish museum. A
small deer park and Zürich’s oldest vineyard
are also located within the castle’s grounds,
but it’s the sweeping lake and mountain vistas
which most enamour, not to mention delightful
Rapperswil town nearby. DAWN GIBSON

➤ www.swiss-castles.com
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Zunfthaus
Zur Haue

SEE

GUILD HOUSES

➸

THE GRANDEUR OF THE HISTORIC
guild houses lining the Limmat is a
tribute to a time when Zürich’s guilds were all
powerful. 14 Zünfte (guilds) were registered
under a system set up in 1336, and after a
couple of mergers, 12 have continued to the
present day. Walk from the town hall along the
Limmatquai towards Münsterbrücke, and you
will pass the Zunfthaus zur Saffran (originally a
textiles and spice traders’ guild), Zunfthaus zur
Haue (wine merchants and food traders), Haus
zum Rüden (initially nobility, then citizens who
didn’t belong to another guild!), and Zunfthaus
zur Zimmerleuten (carpenters and builders).
When you reach the Münsterbrücke, you are
directly across the water from the Zunfthaus
zur Meisen, originally the innkeepers’ guild,
which is a grand Rococo palace which now
houses an upmarket restaurant. Cross the
bridge and continue past the Fraumünster
to the Zunfthaus zur Waag (linen and wool
weavers’ guild) which is also an elegant dining
establishment serving both classic and
contemporary Swiss fare. DAWN GIBSON

Zunfthaus
Zur Meisen

KUNSTHAUS

➸

THERE ARE NOT MANY PLACES where you can admire a Rodin nude
in front of a Picasso, then come face-to-face with a Renoir in the
same small room. The Kunsthaus is one such place, where it’s quite possible to
overlook priceless old masters while coming to terms with the sheer scale of its
artistic riches. Located a 10-minute stroll from the old town centre, the collection
encompasses around 4,000 paintings and sculptures and a further 95,000
prints and drawings from the 13th century to today, including works by Degas,
Matisse, Magritte, van Gogh, Warhol, Chagall and Rothko. Don’t miss the largest
collection of Munch paintings outside Norway, the room devoted to Monet’s
Water Lilies, and works by Swiss greats including sculptor Alberto Giacometti
and painters Böcklin and Hodler. A five-year project extending the Kunsthaus
will be completed later this year, doubling its exhibition space and making it
Switzerland’s largest art museum. It’s also worth knowing that admission
is free on Wednesdays. DAWN GIBSON ➤ www.kunsthaus.ch/en
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THE
TA ST I E ST
FOOD IN
ZÜRICH

TA S T E

NENI

➸

BRASSERIE LIPP

➸

FOR A QUINTESSENTIALLY FRENCH
brasserie experience with a healthy
dash of Parisian joie de vivre in a bustling
setting – complete with waiters moving at high
speed in every direction – head to Brasserie
Lipp just off Bahnhofstrasse. Modelled on the
original restaurant of the same name in Paris,
Zürich’s incarnation deftly celebrates traditional
French home cooking in a vast 200-seater
restaurant decorated in an Art Deco style with
more than an aura of La Belle Époque. The
fresh fish and seafood are particularly good,
especially the numerous types of oysters (a
speciality) and various Fruits de Mer options.
Also worth ordering are the home made fish
soup and tartare prepared with tuna, salmon or
beef. If you happen to be in the neighbourhood
around lunchtime, Lipp’s seasonal Parisianstyle lunch menu is ideal for a cheeky
mid-afternoon wine-fuelled sojourn to break
up the sightseeing! Almost always packed,
reservations for weekend nights are essential.

NAMED FOR THE INITIALS OF HER FOUR SONS,
chef and restaurateur Haya Molcho is a big fan of
the term ‘balagan’, or ‘pleasant chaos’ in Hebrew, so much
so that it’s the title of one of her cookbooks. Balagan is
also an apt description for her NENI restaurant at 25hours
Langstrasse Hotel, where an eclectic mix of Zürich foodies
come together to dive into flavourful sharing plates of
eastern Mediterranean cuisine in a lively environment
anchored by a bustling, open kitchen. Banquettes curve
around the centre, surrounded by tables in front of giant
street-facing picture windows, while a muddle of rainbowstriped lamps, faintly reminiscent of a Middle Eastern bazaar,
give off a warm glow. The expansive menu has something
to suit most tastes, including vegan and vegetarian diners.
Highly recommended is the groaningly large Sabich, NENI’s
take on Tel Aviv street food, combining scrumptious fried
eggplant and soft-boiled organic egg with tahini, salsa and
humus. DAWN GIBSON ➤ www.neni.ch/en/langstrasse

NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.brasserie-lipp.ch/en
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TA S T E

LILY’S ORIGINAL
WIDDER KITCHEN
BAUR’S

➸

LOCATED JUST OFF
BAHNHOFSTRASSE, Baur’s is the
latest gastronomic offering from iconic Zürich
hospitality institution Baur Au Lac and opened
just six months ago – to much widespread
acclaim – in a space within the hotel formerly
known as Rive Gauche. The brainchild of sixthgeneration hotelier and owner of Baur au Lac,
Andrea Kracht, Baur’s has been thoughtfully
designed in the style of an arty, local brasserie,
complete with an eclectic art collection
covering its walls and Murano glass chandeliers
overhead. The result is a vibrant, friendly and
endearing venue, which is both contemporary
and timeless and doesn’t hurt the purse strings.
Indeed, eating at Baur’s is incredibly reasonable
for such high-quality fare delivered to the
table by a distinctively affable and efficient
team. Capitalising on the vast array of fresh
seasonal vegetables, meats and fish readily
available locally, the straightforward menu
allows the top-quality produce to shine. Anything
ordered at Baur’s is cooked to perfection and
will undoubtedly impress, even more so when
paired with a vintage selected from sommelier
Marc Almert’s excellent list, which is also
competitively priced. If you can choose just one
smartish restaurant to dine at during a weekend
in Zürich, let it be Baur’s and you won’t be
disappointed. NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➸

OCCUPYING EIGHT, ADJOINING HERITAGE BUILDINGS dating back to medieval
times, smart Widder hotel has been at the heart of Zürich’s hospitality scene
for decades. In addition to offering 49 rooms and suites each individually designed to
sympathetically accentuate its ancient framework, the hotel is also home to a number
of F&B venues including Widder Kitchen and Widder Bar, the latter being an established
old town drinking den for locals and tourists alike. In 2017, the hotel added a superb ‘fine
dining sharing’ concept restaurant to its gastronomic offerings in the form of Widder
Kitchen, which has been skilfully woven into the fabric of the building by celebrated Swiss
architect and interior designer Tilla Theus. The food side of things is amply taken care of
by accomplished chef Tino Staub, who delivers a wide menu of delectable, modern dishes
inspired by a range of reinterpreted global flavours, although it is his Asian interpretations
which are most notable for their depth of taste and exquisite presentation. In particular,
the dim sum is quite literally perfection. Staub’s culinary excellence, fused with Theus’
sharp yet warm old-meets-new interior décor scheme, makes Widder Kitchen a must for
gourmands visiting Zürich. NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU ➤ www.widderhotel.com

➸

FRONTING LANGSTRASSE, LILY’S
HAS BEEN a comforting fixture on
Zürich’s dining scene for just over 20 years,
renowned for its pan-Asian menu and fast
service. The décor is contemporary and very
casual, with long wooden benches for communal
eating set around an open kitchen in a spacious
setting of clean lines and minimal design.
However, the menu is anything but minimalistic;
more a culinary journey through the flavours of
Japan, Thailand, Vietnam, China, Sri Lanka, Korea,
Indonesia, India and Pakistan. While the curry
selection is very popular, the Pad Thai Gai is a
must-try for its satisfying combination of textures
and flavours, a soft smack of fried rice noodles
juxtaposed with crisp raw soy sprouts, chicken
chunks and organic tofu, in a tamarind sauce.
Also ensure you at least peruse Lily’s extensive
teekarte, which includes a range of herb, spice
and blossom-infused brews with enticing names
such as Sherpa’s Mystery and Hypericum
Sunshine. With a focus on fresh flavours done
well, it’s easy to see why Lily’s has attracted a
loyal following. DAWN GIBSON ➤ www.lilys.ch

➤ www.baurs-zurich.ch/en
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TA S T E
RACLETTE FACTORY
AS IS THE CASE WITH FONDUE, raclette’s
history is steeped in cultural traditions going
back centuries. ‘Raclette’ refers both to the type of
cheese – a semi-hard Alpine cheese with an agreeable
aroma – and the dish, created by heating the cheese
and scraping off the melted part. It is believed to have
originated with cow herders in the mountains, who would
place their cheese next to a campfire in the evenings.
In a prime spot in the bustling heart of Zürich’s old
town, the Raclette Factory serves up traditional cheesy
goodness until late at night, catering to famished
sightseers and bar-hoppers alike. The eatery is cosily
simple - all wood for a touch of Alpine shabby chic
finished with black and red chairs. The menu is also
straight-forward – Switzerland’s famous melted cheese
dish served in an abundance of varieties, from blue to
truffle-infused, chili to sapsago clover, accompanied
by no-nonsense sides such as potatoes and pickled
onions. It’s warming, hearty fare served quickly, which is
perfect after a busy day of exploring! DAWN GIBSON

➤ www.raclette-factory.ch

FRAU GEROLDS GARTEN

➸

A VERITABLE URBAN OASIS of greenery and colour in
trendy Zürich-West, occupying a part of the city which
was pretty much an industrial wasteland less than a decade
ago, no visit to Zürich is complete without spending an evening
hanging out at Frau Gerolds Garten, whether eating, drinking or
people watching. An incredibly popular meeting place for all of
Zürich’s hipsters, creatives and arty types, Frau Gerolds is also
destination central for city lovers of all ages over the summer
months, when everyone meets in the garden to feel good, have
fun and chill out. In line with its urban gardens which cover more

than a quarter of the site, Frau Gerolds offers local, simple and
seasonal fare. In the summer, the lunch and dinner menus change
daily. Think barbequed sausages served with seasonal salads
and pasta dishes topped with thinly sliced Parmesan, all served in
eco-friendly 100% compostable plates. In the winter, Frau Gerolds
completely changes its appearance, when a huge timber building
is erected, in which a log fire burns and cheese fondue is served
to hundreds. A perennial favourite with locals and visitors alike,
head to Zürich-West late afternoon to browse the funky shops and
end the day on a high at Frau Gerolds. NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.fraugerold.ch

BOTTEGA BERTA

➸

PROMISING THE BEST pasta in Zürich, Bottega Berta is a local favourite that more than
lives up to expectations. A short walk from fashionable Idaplatz, booking ahead is vital
since there are only 28 seats, although this expands with some outside tables in the summer. A
pared interior of wood-panelled walls, mismatched chairs, a plain red-bricked floor and old-fashioned
blackboard menus only adds to the charm. The food is Italian-focused Mediterranean fare based
around the universal principle of top ingredients cooked beautifully and pared with quality wines.
While the menu changes daily, the hedonistically creamy ricotta ravioli with truffle is worth looking out
for. Make sure you sample some grappa, or, if the heady Italian spirit is not to your taste, try the white
port and tonic with mint, as a refreshing alternative to a G&T. Run by Chris Eckstein, Oliver
Gotz and Hamdi Hebibi for almost a decade, Bottega Berta is a lovely combination of friendly
service and exquisite cuisine. A must-visit. DAWN GIBSON ➤ www.bottegaberta.ch
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S TAY
ZÜRICH’S BEST

COCO GRILL & BAR

C O C KTA I L BA R S

YOU KNOW THAT LITTLE BAR
and restaurant that’s hard to find,
but immensely rewarding when you eventually
do? Coco is that place in Zürich. Tucked down
a laneway a short stroll from Paradeplatz, its
reputation has spread, largely by word-of-mouth,
to the point where reservations are essential.
The ambience alone is worth the search; after
a few hours browsing nearby Bahnhofstrasse
(one of the world’s most exorbitant shopping
streets), what could be better than settling down
under the light-studded trees in an intimate
garden for a delectable cocktail? That said,
there is no cocktail menu at Coco, or wine list or
food menu for that matter. Swiss chef Patrick
Frischknecht, who previously worked for Gordon
Ramsay, presents a series of gastronomic
surprises based around a grilled main dish of a
five-course dinner concept. Meanwhile, ‘global
manager of local enjoyment and refreshment’,
Dominik Moser, delves into Coco’s cellar to find
European wines for the perfect pairings. Moser
is also responsible for Coco’s superb signature
cocktails. Order a mojito with lavender and
eucalyptus for a summery pick-me-up.

SIP
BARCHETTA
BAR & LOUNGE
PERFECTLY POSITIONED IN
the very centre of the old town
and occupying the riverfront ground floor
side of historic Storchen hotel, Barchetta
is the perfect place to while away an hour
gazing towards the guild houses and
the Grossmünster on the opposite bank
of River Limmat, or meet for an apéro
before heading out for a night on the
town. The people watching opportunities
are also some of the best in Zürich! In the
summer months, the seats on the bar’s
Weinplatz terrace and stools under the
hotel’s colonnade directly on the river are
incredibly popular, so arrive early and be
prepared to wait. In the colder months,
the bar’s gorgeous salon-like spaces
inside beg to be lounged in. From April to
October, directly in front of Barchetta at
the hotel’s very own landing jetty, guests
regularly disembark from river boats
cruising the city’s main artery, adding
to the overall glamour of it all. NICHOLAS
CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.storchen.ch

DAWN GIBSON

JULES VERNE
PANORAMABAR

➸

LOCATED IN THE HEART of the
city, in the Lindenhof quarter of
Zürich close to the Bahnhofstrasse, the
city’s observatory opened in 1907 and
well over a century later still welcomes
budding astrologists to gaze into the
cosmos above planet earth. Just below the
observatory is this very unique bar, where
guests can enjoy spectacular views over
Zürich’s rooftops towards the lake and the
snow-capped Alps beyond while sipping
fine beverages. Accessed via an elevator
in Brasserie Lipp on the street level, while
Jules Verne Panoramabar is the perfect
place for a pre-dinner aperitif – with a
carefully curated selection of gins, tequilas
and rums on offer – the venue is also
conveniently located for a mid-afternoon
pit stop during a busy day of shopping
or sightseeing, and the French-inspired
lunch menu doesn’t disappoint. NICHOLAS
CHRISOSTOMOU
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SIP
THE OLD CROW
NAMED AFTER THE well-known Kentuckymade bourbon to highlight its vast
collection of hundreds of whiskies, bourbons and
ryes, The Old Crow is a friendly and comfortable
backstreet bar, hidden in plain sight in the heart of
the old town, which is as easy to pop into for a swift
drink as it is to spend an evening enjoying the warm,
easy atmosphere and lovingly hand-crafted cocktails.
Presided over by affable, multi award-winning
mixologist Markus Blattner (who would much prefer
to be called a bartender), The Old Crow offers a huge
range of more than 1,600 spirits, including many rare
bottles, all of which are available by the glass. Yet,
while whisky connoisseurs and gin aficionados will
surely find their alcoholic appetites satiated here,
there is also much to enthral less experienced lovers
of a jolly good drink. And, if you’re feeling a little
fragile after a heavy night, a classic Corpse Reviver
No. 2 prepared by Blattner will certainly lift you
sufficiently to enjoy another cocktail or two! NICHOLAS

BAR SACCHI

➸

ZURICH’S HIP AND QUIET residential District 3, also known
as Wiedikon, extends up the lower slopes of Uetliberg
mountain, from the top of which visitors enjoy stunning city and
lake vistas. Known for its hiking paths, the neighbourhood is home
to a number of trendy clubs and relaxed restaurants serving global
cuisine to young, upwardly mobile locals. In the heart of Wiedikon,
on the Bertastrasse, you will find very popular Bar Sacchi. Elegantly

CHRISOSTOMOU

decorated with walls of rustic pink offset by classic green leather
upholstery, you will need to be quick to bag one of its small tables
outside, but it will be worth the effort, for this little Italian bar serves
one of the best Negronis in the city, which come in a number of rather
good self-mixed variants efficiently dispensed from a beverage gun.
Do get the attention of owner Claudio Sacchi and ask what specialities
are on offer. DAWN GIBSON ➤ www.sacchi.bar

➤ www.oldcrow.ch

CINCHONA BAR
IN THE DEPTHS of 25hours
Hotel Langstrasse is a small
room boasting a state-of-the-art machine.
Its sole purpose is to make perfect globes
of ice to cool the signature highballs
which have made Cinchona Bar a mustvisit for any self-respecting cocktail
aficionado in Zürich. Based on a simple
concept of pairing spirits with the best
quality mixers in tall glasses, Cinchona’s
highball menu is extensive and eclectic,
varying from versions of reliable classics
to more adventurous tipples such as the
zesty “M&M”, featuring Mezcal Amores
and mango soda. In keeping with the
hotel’s hipster vibe, the bar is an all-day
venue, where fashionistas sipping
espressos on the latté-hued sofas make
way for a sophisticated evening crowd of
locals and cultured travellers clustered
around the sleek rectangular bar, backed
by a soft-focus mosaic which gets ruder
the more you peer at it. DJs provide a
groovy soundtrack to sip to on Friday and
Saturday nights. DAWN GIBSON

➤ www.25hours-hotels.com
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FISCHER’S FRITZ

➸

IT DOESN’T GET MORE RELAXING than sitting on Fischer’s
Fritz’s expansive terrace, with a glass white wine in hand,
watching the sun set slowly over the bobbing boats on Lake Zürich.
This tranquil, two-storey retreat boasts a relaxed bar and lounge on the
ground floor, spilling onto an immaculate green lawn, and a very good
restaurant upstairs, all surrounded by pristine camping grounds complete
with glamping tents. To enjoy the best views, reserve an al fresco table in
the restaurant, and use the opportunity to sample some of Switzerland’s

premium sips in a serene setting, cherry-picking from the natural, organic
and biodynamic wines presented by wine merchant and curator Paul
Blume. The lighter whites from Valais – a region known for its mild, dry
microclimate in the shelter of the Alps – are a perfect match for a sunny
day spent lakeside. Also recommended is the house special dish of crispy,
beer-battered local blue whitefish, caught by Lake Zürich fisherman
Adrian Gerny, and served in Fischer’s Fritz with a moreish, homemade
tartare sauce. DAWN GIBSON ➤ www. fischers-fritz.ch
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SPEND
WHERE TO SHOP IN ZÜRICH

The Freitag
brothers
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FREITAG

➸

FOUNDED IN 1993 BY GRAPHIC DESIGNER BROTHERS Markus
and Daniel, who made their first bags in the living room of
their shared apartment, FREITAG is a homegrown Zürich success story
with 26 outlets around the globe, including stores in Japan. Sustainably
producing a range of some 100 durable bags and accessories out of
used truck tarps and car seat belts, discarded bicycle inner tubes and
the like, in 2006, the bag-making brothers took container architecture
to new heights when they erected a towering 26 metre Zürich flagship

store built entirely of recycled shipping containers, each one lovingly
gutted, reinforced, piled-up and secured. Within this veritable bonsaiskyscraper are four levels of retail space selling FREITAG’s complete
range. Crowning the tower is an observation deck open to all, from which
visitors can see the tarp-covered lorries that provide FREITAG’s raw
material and the trendy, surrounding area – previously considered an
industrial wasteland – which the brothers and their bags were pivotal in
regenerating. ADRIAN GIBSON ➤ www.freitag.ch/en

GLOBUS
STEEPED IN TRADITION, founded
over a century ago and originally
modelled on the large, sprawling stores of the
French capital, that sell pretty much everything
under one roof, on the six, stylish levels of
Globus’ flagship Zurich store, primely located
between the Bahnhofstrasse and Löwenplatz,
you will find everything from fashion to beauty
and everything in between. A personal shopping
service is available, and the store’s first floor
Fashion Bar is a great place to pause for a
coffee or glass of champagne. A Globus home
store – located closer to the lake, in the theatre
district – offers an impressive array of gifts
and homewares, and also features a stunning
food hall (on the lower ground floor) where you
will find a vast range of local and European
delicacies and gastronomic treats elegantly
presented. ADRIAN GIBSON ➤ www.globus.ch
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MEINRAD’S
TEDDY
CLINIC

LIMITED
STOCK

➸

FOUNDED BY SCULPTOR HUBERT
SPÖRRI and interior designer Ulrich
Zickler in 2005, with the aim of showcasing an
exclusive selection of rare and precious items to
decorate, beautify and individualise one’s home,
Limited Stock is housed in a two-centuries-old
former locksmith’s workshop, tucked away in
a back alley near the Rathaus, in the heart of
Zürich’s old town. Something of an Aladdin’s
cave of handcrafted, beautiful artefacts and
objets d’art, conscientiously sourced from
factories and studios around the world which
use traditional and sustainable methods, the
handpicked gems include vintage tribal carpets,
beautifully decorated Nymphenburg porcelain
and fine Japanese lacquerware from Wajima.
A must-visit for lovers of quality domestic
design, it’s easy to browse for hours amongst
Limited Stock’s wonderful array of small-run and
handmade treasures. ADRIAN GIBSON

TO OPEN THE SMALL WOODEN
DOOR and step into this quaint,
cottage-like shop, located on Klosbachstrasse
in the heart of Zürich’s old town, is to enter a
veritable grotto dedicated to teddy bears, dolls,
puppets and every type of cuddly toy. Born
in Lucerne and formerly trained as a window
dresser in the toy department at Globus in
Zürich’s city centre, septuagenarian Meinrad
Röösli has been running his doll and teddy
bear clinic for more than three decades, fixing
furry toys-in-distress from around the world.
With threadbare dolls and damaged teddies
constantly landing on his doorstep in need of
expert tender loving care (with some travelling
from as far afield at the States and Asia), Röösli
is never short of work, but occasionally has time
to make some new furry toys, which his partner
sells at Maison de la Poupée on Neumarkt.
NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.poupee.ch

ENSOIE

➸

FOUNDED IN 1894, Königsberger,
Schimmelburg & Cie. was one of the
world’s most important players in the silk trade,
supplying leading Parisian fashion houses and
prominent designers with customised, highquality silks. In 1974, the tradition-steeped brand
was taken over by Monique Meier, who first
worked for Königsberger, Schimmelburg & Cie.
as a student. The Meier family continue to run
the business to this day, from a beautiful store,
atelier and studio housed within a 14th century
building located at 26 Strehlgasse in Zürich’s
old town. Since 2010, EnSoie has been managed
by Monique’s three daughters together with
well-known Swiss musician, Dieter Meier. The
Meier sisters have succeeded in creatively
mixing tradition with innovation. Today, EnSoie
retails ceramics, scarves, jewellery, clothing and
accessories alongside gorgeous throws and
fabrics. ADRIAN GIBSON ➤ www.ensoie.com

➤ www.limited-stock.com
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SPEND

MAURICE
DE MAURIAC

➸

EVEN THOUGH SWITZERLAND
is world famous for clocks
and timekeeping, quite unbelievably,
there is only one watchmaker in Zürich
and that is the family-run atelier of
Maurice de Mauriac. Founded by Daniel
Dreifuss (pictured), Maurice de Mauriac
specialises in mechanical watches
made to exacting standards. Originally
a successful Swiss banker, after the
financial crash of 1997, Dreifuss moved
away from money and turned to time. He
now sells his watches all over the world
and works with his two sons, Massimo
and Leonard, from a fascinating space
at 48 Tödistrasse, in the heart of the old
town. Filled with things that inspire the
guys – including sporting equipment and
unusual artefacts, sitting alongside trays
of beautiful watches and leather straps
in an array of colours – the atelier is
dominated by a large table where global
watch connoisseurs get together with
Daniel and his sons to discuss timepieces
over an espresso. ADRIAN GIBSON

➤ www.mauricedemauriac.ch

Daniel
Dreifuss

MAX CHOCOLATIER
IT MUST SURELY be a crime to visit
Switzerland and not take home some
chocolate and Max Chocolatier is pretty much as
good as Swiss chocolates get. Named after the
owner’s differently-abled and proudly chocoholic
son, this premium Swiss chocolatier is the result
of Max’s father, Patrik König, turning a family
dream into a reality just over a decade ago, when
the first Max Chocolatier boutique opened its
doors in Lucerne. Since then, Max Chocolatier has
been producing the finest chocolate creations
year-round, handmaking everything from entirely
natural, fair-trade and organic ingredients. In
2015, Max Chocolatier opened a second boutique
at 12 Schlüsselgasse in Zürich, tucked between
Bahnhofstrasse and Limmat. Amongst the
countless sweet temptations lining its shelves
are truffles, nuts, drinking chocolate and spreads,
plus a dozen varieties of grand cru chocolate bars.
If you have an hour to spare, book a chocolate
tasting and give your taste buds an early
Christmas present! NICHOLAS CHRISOSTOMOU

➤ www.maxchocolatier.com
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