
While Qatar Museums has hosted some 
amazing world-class exhibitions, the 
latest show at Doha’s Fire Station is one 

that has the art world truly abuzz.

In a first for the region, more than 120 works by 
two of the twentieth century’s most important 
artists, Pablo Picasso and Alberto Giacometti, are 
on display in a tribute to the friendship between 
the men and their monumental influence across 
artistic genres. 

It’s a visual celebration of two distinct minds, 
covering paintings, sculptures, sketches, 
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photographs, and interviews from the collections of 
Paris institutions The Musée National Picasso and 
the Fondation Giacometti, as well as exceptional 
loans from French and other international 
collections. 

While the Spanish-born Picasso is a household 
name, some may be less familiar with Giacometti, 
a Swiss sculptor and painter who was 20 years 
Picasso’s junior.  However, Giacometti’s elongated 
figures are instantly recognizable as an iconic 
image of modern art, and he is regarded as one of 
the key surrealist sculptors. 

Khalifa Al Obaidly, Director of the Fire Station art 
centre, said it is a hugely significant exhibition 
for Qatar Museums and the venue. “It is the first 
time,” he remarked, “that the artists will be shown 
together in the Middle East, and the exhibition will 
tell the unique and captivating story of Picasso and 
Giacometti, who shared many key moments during 
their long and distinguished careers both on a 
personal and professional level.” 

Picasso-Giacometti
The very first exhibition bringing together the 
artists’ works concluded in Paris in early February. 
Also a collaboration between the Musée Picasso 
and Fondation Giacometti, the idea began with 
Fondation Director Catherine Grenier, who curated 
the Paris and Doha shows.  

When Grenier started work at the Fondation 
around three years ago, she was intrigued to 
discover dozens of Giacometti’s personal notebooks 
containing references to meetings and discussions 
with Picasso, a relationship she had been unaware 
of.

Further research revealed the two artists had 
enjoyed an enduring friendship and creative

dialogue which deepened during their shared 
experience of living in Paris during the Second 
World War. 

“Even though Giacometti was 20 years younger 
than Picasso,” explained Grenier, “they had a lot 
in common – both were the sons of painters, both 
were very talented at a very early age and started 
learning about art in the studios of their fathers, 
and they were both, of course, foreign artists who 
lived in France.” 

While cubism and surrealism are obvious common 
interests, both were also fascinated with art 
from Africa, Mexico and ancient civilizations. 
“Giacometti and Picasso had very different 
characters, but they each recognized from the 
beginning that they were both important artists,” 
Grenier added. “Picasso had a lot of respect for 
Giacometti, and of course, Giacometti for Picasso.”

Picasso-Giacometti is presented by Qatar Museums 
under the patronage of its Chairperson, Her 
Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, in collaboration with the Musée 
National Picasso and the Fondation Giacometti.

In addition to the exhibit, there is also a range 
of related educational workshops, lectures and 
activities, for children and adults.

The Fire Station art centre is a particularly fitting 
venue for an exhibition about a relationship 
between artists, considering it is also home to 
Qatar Museums’ Artists in Residence programme.

Fire Station Director Khalifa Al Obaidly added, 
“This exhibition emphasises the dialogue that 
existed between the two artists, something 
that we heavily encourage with our own artists. 
Bringing this significant exhibition so close to the 
20 talented individuals involved in the programme 
will spark creativity and support their creative and 
artistic development. n

Venue: Fire Station, Mohammed Bin Thani 
Street, Old Civil Defense Roundabout, Doha 

Duration: February 23 to May 21, 2017

Admission: Free

Website: firestation.org.qa

Email: contact@firestation.org.qa
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